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1 . TO AN INCREASING DEGREE, WE CONTINUE TO RECEIVE RE- 
PORTS THAT UNHCR HARTLING INTENDS TO DESIGNATE A THIRD- 
WORLD, PROBABLY AFRICAN, PERSON AS HIS DEPUTY. AS DEPART- 
MENT IS AWARE, THE REPLACEMENT OF AN AMERICAN IN THIS KEY 
POSITION, WHOSE INCUMBENT SERVES IN EFFECT AS ACTING UNHCR 
DURING HIGH COMMISSIONER S FREQUENT AND PROTRACTED ABSEN- 
CES, COULD SERIOUSLY IMPAIR OUR HERETOFORE FREE AND PRO- 
DUCTIVE LIAISON WITH THAT OFFICE. 

2. DEPARTMENT MAY NOT BE AWARE THAT, IN ADDITION TO CUR- 
RENTLY VACANT POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF ASSISTANCE, THE COM- 
PANION POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF PROTECTION. ALSO A D-2, 

WILL BECOME AVAILABLE WITH THE MANDATORY RETIREMENT OF ITS 
INCUMBENT, GILBERT JAEGER, IN OCTOBER 1978. THUS, MR. 

HARTLING WILL HAVE TWO OTHER POSITIONS AT THE D-2 LEVEL 
WHICH WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR OCCUPANCY BY NATIONALS OTHER 
THAN AMERICAN. 

3. IT MAY BE OF RELEVANT INTEREST TO THE DEPARTMENT TO 
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KNOW THAT THE MISSION HAS LEARNED THAT, IN THE COURSE OF 
HIS AFRICAN JOURNEY IN JANUARY, THE HIGH COMMISSIONER WAS 
PRESSED IN EVERY COUNTRY EXCEPT SWAZILAND, NOT TO THE END 
THAT HE APPOINT AN AFRICAN IN THE DEPUTY POSITION, BUT 
THAT HE PLACE AT LEAST ONE AFRICAN IN ONE OF THE NINE 
DIRECTOR LEVEL (D-l.D-2) POSITIONS. ASSUMING THIS TO BE 
CORRECT, OUR PREVIOUS UNDERSTANDING THAT MR. HARTLING HAD 
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BEEN UNDER PRESSURE TO PLACE AN AFRICAN SPECIFICALLY IN 
THE DEPUTY POSITION, IS NO LONGER VALID. 

4. IN VIEW OF THE HIGH COMMISSIONER'S RETURN TO GENEVA 
ON MARCH 28 AFTER THE EASTER HOLIDAY PERIOD, THE DEPART- 
MENT IS URGED TO AUTHORIZE THE AMBASSADOR TO APPROACH HIM 
TO EXPRESS THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT S CONTINUED CRI- 
TICAL INTEREST IN ASSURING THAT THE DEPUTY HIGH COMMIS- 
SIONER POSITION REMAIN STAFFED BY AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. 

VANDEN HUEVEL 
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